Chapters 3-5 have considered the relevance of libertarian socialism in late modernity for questions of everyday life, the state and economic activity. It has been my argument not only that libertarian socialist theory makes a worthwhile contribution to late modern political sociology but also that the institutional forms it advocates can offer theoretically coherent and valid alternatives. As we have seen, such forms do seem to have a relevance to an era of embedded individualization, with the factors of other-orientated choice and political privatization highlighted by the interactionist and discourse critiques. This chapter aims to expand upon the link of libertarian socialist forms to instances of late modern political action. As the title makes clear, here we are searching for signs, although not carbon copies, of the alternative.
In doing so I will be expanding upon the fourth theme of late modern political sociology (how political action is organized in late modernity) thereafter considering the links between this and the fourth tenet of libertarian socialism (that individualism can best be realized via collectivized forums of democracy). When considering this link there are two relevant factors: social movements and pre-existing associations. While I hope that the relevance of pre-existing associations is clear, the relevance of social movements may be less so. There are two factors which make these important to our discussion. Firstly, when political action does occur, it is likely to do so via some form of social movement. This was true not only historically where the emergence of a modern state, and its impact on everyday life, brought about its contestation by social movements (Johnston 2011) but also in late modernity where, as the interactionist critique highlighted, political subjectivity can be the spur to (King 2006, Ødegårda and Berglund 2008) , and be furthered by (Benton 1999) , participation in a social movement. Secondly, social movements themselves are examples of political collectivities which, via their interactions with other movements and/or the state, are linked to other collectivities (Della Porta and Diani 2006:14) . While this does not mean that social movements are synonymous with the types of association favoured in this book, especially given that the former are often defined by an ad hoc and informal organization, it does mean that a study of social movements is important to see how libertarian socialist critique chimes with collective political action in late modernity. In light of this I will begin my discussion with social movements.
Social movements in late modernity
One of the starting points for understanding late modern social movements is the split, highlighted by Boltanski (2002) , between a 'social' and 'artistic' critique. The former was the predominant critique utilized by the social movements of the simple modern Left which: makes [the social] the target of its critique when it turns away from the struggles against traditional society, breaks in some way its alliance with capitalism and, by means of a work of interpretation, identifies all the traits that characterise modern society as a factor of dehumanisation and reassembles them by associating them with capitalism (Boltanski 2002:5) In doing so the social critique 'emphasises inequalities, poverty, exploitation and the egoism of a world that encourages individualism as opposed to solidarity ' (Boltanski 2002:6) . This critique was then tied to the picture of a possible alternative in the form of a 'total revolution'. It was this which gave the social movements of the Left their unique form and distinguished them from the Right. However, the social critique has been increasingly sidelined by the artistic critique. While present through modernity, this critique -which 'stands . . . for the uniqueness of genius . . . and becomes exasperated with all which standardises, uniformises and massifies' (Boltanski 2002:6) -becomes the dominant form of expression for late modern social movements, fundamentally changing their form. Most prominently, the idea of total revolution is sidelined and instead the new social movements are concerned only with democracy, rights and citizenship. They demand the existing rights to be respected and,
